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Group Introduction
This page can be read to a new group or used by the leader
as a guide for introducing a group discussion.

The purpose of our group discussion of Created to Relate is three-fold: 
	First, we want to learn more about God. Second, we want to encourage each other into a 	closer relationship with our heavenly Father. Third, we want to learn more about the life God 	desires us to live, so we can become more godly in all our relationships.

Research studies show that we generally retain 20% of what we hear, 50% of what we hear and see, 70% of what we discuss, and 90% of what we do. 

These discussions will allow us to absorb more than we would by just reading the book. Scripture quotes in this book are taken from the New American Standard Bible (NASB) translation.

Our time together is for sharing discussion. Everyone has thoughts and receives inspirational ideas. We all see or perceive different aspects of the light God reveals, some the blue and some the orange. When we share and contribute our portion, the Light of Life shines clearer and brighter for everyone to see. We want to learn from Scripture, hear from God, discover truth, and encourage each other. Our discussions are an excellent way to see Christ arise in our midst (Matthew 18:20). 

Questions are an excellent way to search for clarity. There is rarely only one right answer to a question. As we go through the questions, by all means ask questions of your own and share your own examples. The more time we spend on an area of thought, the more its truth will settle into our understanding and become a useful part of our lives.

Those who are quick to talk want to be careful not to monopolize the discussion. Give ample time for the shy and quiet ones to interact as well. 

Let us all agree to confidentiality! I expect we will share many personal insights, experiences, feelings, and questions. Please keep personal information shared in these sessions within this group. If, at any time, you repeat something, keep from identifying individuals. Can we all agree to this?

In our progression through these chapters, we want to get to know and understand God beyond where we have been. The better we see and know our heavenly Father, the more our character, attitude, and personality becomes like His. We want to be more than just hearers of the Word, we want to become doers (James 1:21-25). We trust God will help us make appropriate adjustments in our attitudes and actions. Look for ways to apply these insights so you can encourage us.

We will finish this first session by reviewing a few handouts, and then read the Introduction, Preface, and Table of Contents of Created to Relate. Let’s relax and enjoy the time. By the way, it’s all right to laugh. Loosen up, get comfortable, and get personal!

During the next week, everyone should read, at least, the chapter we will review at our next meeting. Be sure to read the Appendix that accompanies each chapter.
